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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 012251 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, EPAP, KS, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET-KOREAN RELATIONS 
REF: SEOUL 0334 

1. AS AMBASSADOR NOTED, USG WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 
ROK FIRMS PURCHASING SOVIET LUMBER THROUGH JAPANESE INTER- 
MEDIARIES. WE WOULD ALSO HAVE NO OBJECTIONS TO THE ROK'S 
SCREENING SOVIET EILMS, ALTHOUGH TO DO SO WOULD CLEARLY BE 
A DECISION EOR THE ROKG. WE ARE SKEPTICAL THAT DISGUISED 
IMPORT OP LUMBER THROUGH JAPAN WOULD BE PREDICATED UPON 
HIGHLY VISIBLE SOVIET PILM IMPORTS, ALTHOUGH SITUATION 
DESCRIOED BY PAK MAY REPRESENT OFPER MADE AT LOWER LEVELS 
OP SOVIET POREIGN TRADE BUREAUCRACY IN HOPE THAT IT WOULD 
BE CLEARED LATER BY SOVIET GOVERNMENT SUPERIORS. 

2. WE HAVE SOME CONCERNS ABOUT USING PAK AS A CONVEYER OP 
US VIEWS. ACCORDINGLY, WE BELIEVE THAT EMBASSY SHOULD 
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VIEWS ON THIS ISSUE KNOWN TO THE ROKG. 

3. EYI: WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY ROK EMBASSY OEEICERS THAT 
CONSIDERABLE QUANTITY OF ROK-MADE CONSUMER GOODS ALREADY 


EXPORTED TO SOVIET UNION THROUGH JAPANESE PARENT EIRMS 
OR TRADING COMPANIES. SOME OE THIS TRADE BECAME KNOWN 
WHEN EACTORY WORKERS COMPLAINED THAT INSTRUCTION MANUALS 
EOR EQUIPMENT WERE PRINTED WITH "SOME LETTERS REVERSED." 
JAPANESE EIRMS SUBSEQUENTLY CONEIRMED THAT PRODUCTS IN 
QUESTION WERE DESTINED EOR SOVIET UNION. END EYI 
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